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ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE(Code -184) 

CLASS-IX   

 

Instructions :           1:    All questions are compulsory.                                           M.M 100 

 2:  The question paper is divided into three sections. 

Section A                  :    READING          20 marks 

Section B                   :   WRITING and GRAMMAR   40 marks 

Section  C                 :   LITERATURE   40 marks 

 SECTION   A     READING   

Q.1. Read the poem and answer the questions:     12 

Out of the night that covers me, 

Black as the Pit from pole to pole, 

I thank whatever Gods may be 

For my unconquerable soul. 

In the fell clutch of circumstance 

I have not winced nor cried aloud, 

Under the bludgeonings of chance 

My head is bloody, but unbowed. 

Beyond this place of wrath and tears 

Looms but the horror of the shade, 

And yet the menace of the years 

Finds, and shall find me, unafraid. 

It matters not how strait the gate, 

How charged with punishments the scroll, 

I am the master of my fate: 

I am the captain of my soul 

A) On the basis of your understanding of the poem, answer the following questions by 

choosing the most appropriate option. (1 × 5 = 5 marks) 

i) What is the poem about? 

(a) Courage in the face of death 

(b) Holding on to one‟s own dignity 

(c) The soul after death 

(d) Both (a) and (b) 

ii) To what does the poet compare night? 

 



(a) Pit 

(b) Pole 

(c) Black 

(d) None of these 

 

iii) What do you understand by „in the fell clutch of circumstance‟? 

 

(a) Under cruel circumstance 

(b) Under sober circumstance 

(c) Under good circumstance 

(d) Under pampering circumstance 

 

iv) What does the poet thank Gods for? 

 

(a) Painful situations 

(b) Unconquerable soul 

(c) Dark night 

(d) Wrath and tears 

 

v) How does the menace of the years find the poet? 

 

(a) Unafraid 

(b) Shaken 

(c) Broken 

(d) Peaceful 

 

B) Answer the following questions briefly. (1 × 7 = 7 marks) 

i) What does the poet mean by „horror of the shade‟?. 

ii)Why is the poet‟s head bloody? 

iii) What does the poet intend to mean with the word „charge‟? 

iv) What is the theme of the poem? 

v) Which phrase has been used to signify „advancing age‟? 

vi) Find a word from the poem (verse-1) which means „not able to defeat‟ .. 

vii) Find a word from the poem (verse-2) which means „to hit someone hard with a heavy 

weapon‟ . 

Q.2. Read the passage carefully and answer these questions :               8 

A sparrow is a small bird which is found throughout the world. There are many different species 

of sparrows. Sparrows are only about four to six inches in length. Many people appreciate their 

beautiful song. Sparrows prefer to build their nests in low places-usually on the ground, clumps 

of grass, low trees and low bushes. In cities they build their nests in building nooks or holes. 

They rarely build their nests in high places. They build their nests out of twigs, grasses and plant 

fibres. Their nests are usually small and well-built structures. 

Female sparrows lay four to six eggs at a time. The eggs are white with reddish brown spots. 

They hatch between eleven to fourteen days. Both the male and female parents care for the 



young. Insects are fed to the young after hatching. The large feet of the sparrows are used for 

scratching seeds. Adult sparrows mainly eat seeds. Sparrows can be found almost everywhere, 

where there are humans. Many people throughout the world enjoy these delightful birds. 

The sparrows are some of the few birds that engage in dust bathing. Sparrows first scratch a hole 

in the ground with their feet, then lie in it and fling dirt or sand over their bodies with flicks of 

their winds. They also bathe in water, or in dry or melting snow. Water bathing is similar to dust 

bathing, with the sparrow standing in shallow water and flicking water over its back with its 

wings, also ducking its head under the water. Both activities are social, with up to a hundred 

birds participating at once, and is followed by preening and sometimes group singing. 

On the basis of your understanding of the passage complete these statements . 

(a) The chief food for the adult sparrow is _________ 

(b) Sparrows live wherever _________ 

(c) The word, „species‟ means_________ 

(d) Sparrows rarely ._________ 

(e) _________ take care of the young sparrows. 

(f) Sparrows take bathe in _________ 

(g) Bathing for the sparrows is a _________ 

(h) Bathing is followed by_________ and_________ 

Section B             :   WRITING and GRAMMAR 

Q.3 . Fill in the blanks with suitable words/ phrases ---     6 

a) The examination of my daughters …………over. 

b) Mathematics …………practice .  

c) Both the boys ……… really very naughty . 

d) At this time tomorrow we ……….  our project details to ma‟am. 

e) It was …….. historic day for the organization when ……...honour was bestowed upon its 

employees.  

f) When I was young I ………..dance like a dancer . 

Q. 4 . Fill in the blanks with the appropriate words …..     5 

 Reservation (a)……….seats is one of the most sensitive issues in the country today . It 

has generated more heat (b)…… … light. The topic needs to be(c) …………..from dispassionate 

point of view .This is essential (d)…………we get a better understanding of  the issue . There 

should be(e)  ………. place of jealousy and ill will .  

Q.5. The following passage has not been edited. Write the incorrect word and the correction in 

your answer sheet against the correct blank number  .       5                                                                   



 incorrect     correct                  

        

       People should think twice when they             when                   before  

(a) adopt  a pet. Pets became adopted                      ………..                 ……… 

(b) member of the family .                             ………..                ……… 

(c) One cannot  think at ill-treating them.                   ………                 ……… 

(d) They had to be given wholesome                     ………                 ……… 

(e) food.In case they fell sick,                               ………..               ……… 

they should be taken  to a vet .    

Q.6. You have been having strange dreams for the last few months . You observe that your 

dream often comes true.Convert one such dream , in which you helped in saving a small 

child from getting kidnapped into a short and interesting story in 150-200 words. Give it a 

suitable title too.           10 

Q.7 .You are Anupama /Anubhav staying at 864, sector 15 Mathura Road Faridabad . Write a 

letter to the editor of a newspaper about the need to inspire the present day generation to serve 

their country . Also mention how it can be carried out with the help of following clues .  7 

1. Attain dream of being a  superpower by 2020   2. Love and respect for country  

3. Reduced brain -drain  4. New opportunities to be created  

       Or  

You are Shyam of 20,Jai Road Haridwar . Write a letter to the Manager, Super Bazar Haridwar , 

complaining about higher rates of the things you often by from there .  

Q. 8 .On the occasion of World Health Day , write an article in about 150 words for the  

school magazine on the topic , Importance of Physical Health in our Lives,using the clues 

given below……          7 

 Healthy mind lives in a healthy body 

 Lack of time for physical activity 

 Ignoring health increases the risk of diseases. 

 Leading stagnant life 

Section  C              :   LITERATURE 

Q.9.  Read this extract and answer the following questions----          8 

a). It is the human earth that we defile. 

Our hells of fire and dust outrage the innocence  

Of air that is everywhere our own , 

Remember , no men are foreign , and no countries strange  

a) What harm do we cause to the Earth ? 

b) Why is the innocence outrage ? 

c) Which word in the extract is similar to „pollute‟? 

d) Which poetic device has been used in the stanza? 



 

b) . “Kalam ,I want you to develop so that you are at par with the highly educated 

people of big cities.” 

 i) Who is „I‟ in above lines ? 

 ii) What did the speaker want Kalamn to do ? 

 iii) What does the expression „at par‟ mean ? 

 iv) As per the speaker , what is the quality of the people of big cities?  

Q.5. Answer these questions in brief . (40- 80 words)       (2x8=16)  

 a) What did Jerome do to find his toothbrush ? 

 b) How does Santosh Yadav describe her feelings at the summit of the Everest ? 

 c) How was the problem of what to do with Bruno finally solved ? 

 d) How does the author describe Kathmandu‟s  busy streets ? 

 e) How did Gerrard justify himself to be a criminal ? 

 f) What will be the effect of hacking and the chopping on the tree? 

 g) Why did Prashant‟s heart go cold when he reached his village ? 

 i) What two things were rescued by the author‟s mother and why? 

Q. 6. Answer these questions in detail .(200-250 words)       (8x2=16) 

 i) Describe the author‟s encounter with a nun on a flight . 

     Or  

 “You can lead a horse to water , but you can‟t make it drink .” 

 Justify the above proverb with reference to the story „The Beggar‟. 

 ii) Love is natural and understandable . How do you see love to be essential for all living 

beings?  ( The Snake Trying)  

     Or 

 Animals have the same pain as humans of separation . Describe the whole incident of 

separation in the story „ The Bond of Love‟.  

  


