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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. This paper is divided into four sections: A,B ,C and D. All the sections are compulsory. 

2. Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these 

instructions very carefully and follow them accordingly.  

3. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions. 

     SECTION-A ( READING)      20 marks 

1. Read the passage carefully:  

Parents play an important role in the personal and scholastic achievements of their children. Home is the best 

place for education and the first school of the child. One of the major changes in India has been the growing 

number of working mothers. Both parents cannot devote much time to their children. As a result they find 

themselves incapable of inculcating   moral values in their children. Most parents take active interest in the 

studies of their children only during examination days or when the child does not achieve the desired academic 

performances. Similarly they do not have sufficient time to motivate their children to take up co-curricular 

activities. Most parents restrict their responsibilities to spend money on their children. They should understand 

that their children need much more from them, besides paying for tuition fees, providing books and pocket 

money.  

The first and foremost solution to this problem is devoting time to children. Parents should try to provide a 

congenial and harmonious environment to their children. If parents display disturbed behaviour, there is 

likelihood that it will badly affect the mental and physical health of children. 

Moreover, parents should try to update their knowledge about the changing educational techniques like use of 

computers and other audio-visual aids. They should ask for progress reports of children regularly. 

They can further help their children by keeping a watch on their attendance, the company they keep and the 

items on which they spend pocket money. 

They should attend parents-teachers associations and counseling centres to understand their ward‟s 

psychological and sociological and educational problems. Such exercises will help their offspring to be 

physically healthy and mentally well-balanced. It also develops a strong family bond and gives them ability to 

face the world. This, in turn, will shape them as good citizens, resulting in the decline of crimes. 

Now based on your understanding, choose the correct answer: 1X10=10      

  

a. Why is it becoming difficult to inculcate moral values among children? 

i. Because of the frequent use of mobile phones by the children. 

ii. Because of the growing numbers of working mothers and less time given to children by parents. 

iii. Because of the lack of moral education in schools. 

iv. Because of the lots of extracurricular activities in school. 

b. What more does a child require than money? 

i. Books and pocket money   iii. Tuition fees   

ii. ii. Time given by parents   iv.  Restrictions by parents 

c. We can make offspring physically healthy by understanding children‟s- 

i. psychological, sociological and educational problems. 



ii. interest in computer and audio-visual aids. 

iii. needs and necessities of day to day life. 

iv. ability to face the world and letting them go out to strengthen this ability. 

d. The best place of education for a child is- 

i. home   ii. school  iii. counseling centres  iv. religious places  

e. Find the word from the passage which means the same as „Fixing an idea in one‟s mind‟. 

i. Providing    ii. Inculcating  iii. Resulting   iv. Counselling 

f. Find word from the passage which means „pleasure‟. 

i. Congenial  ii. Offspring  iii. Foremost   iv. Update 

g. Find word from the passage which means „a person‟s child or children‟. 

i. Association  ii. Company  iii. Citizen   iv. Offspring  

h. Find the word from the passage which means „dedicate‟. 

i.          Disturb  ii. Provide  iii. Develop   iv. Devote 

i. Which sentence is incorrect according to the passage? 

i. Parents have the most vital role in shaping their ward as good citizens. 

ii. Parents are not required to update their knowledge about the changing educational techniques. 

iii. Parents should attend parents-teachers associations on a regular basis. 

iv. Parents‟ disturbed behavior badly affects the mental and physical health of children. 

j. Which word means from the passage means „in a friendly manner‟. 

i. Offspring  ii. Harmonious iii. Likelihood   iv. Devote  

 

2. Read the passage given below and answer the questions as followed:  

 Jahangir was born on 30 August 1569, to Akbar, the Mughal Emperor, and his Hindu wife, Jodha 

Bai. He was crowned on 24 October 1605. In the twenty-two years, he was Emperor, till his 

death on 28 October 1627, he had many battles to fight and many rebellions to suppress. But he 

always found time for his greatest hobby-the study of animals and plants. He was an avid bird 

watcher or an ornithologist as he would be called now, and a keen naturalist. The care and 

accuracy with which Jahangir described various characteristics of animals and birds, their 

geographical distribution and behaviour, would have done credit to a full-time naturalist. His 

observations are recorded in his memoirs, the Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri. 

 Jahangir had a small zoo and he would spend hours-sometimes days and nights together-on his 

observations. For the first time in the history- of ornithology, he noted how sarus cranes mate 

brood over their eggs in turn, and how chicks are hatched and taken care of. He also observed 

one human quality in this bird: the parents love not only their eggs and chicks but also each 

other. 

 The Emperor had several famous painters in his court. When he came across a rare animal, bird 

or plant, he would instruct an artist to draw it. The painter who excelled in this art was Ustad 

Mansur. For modern ornithologists, Jahangir‟s collection of paintings provides a strikingly 

accurate description of the natural history of the day. Unfortunately, most of these paintings are 

no longer to be found in India. With the disintegration of the Mughal Empire, foreign adventures 

looted this treasure. Most of the paintings were thus lost. 

 In 1958, a Russian researcher, A Ivanoc, created a sensation when he discovered, a rare portrait 

of the dodo, a large non-flying pigeon-like bird, which became extinct about three centuries ago. 

This portrait was found in a collection of paintings at the Institute of Orientalists of Soviet 

Academy of Sciences. There was no way of identifying the painter, but the style, without doubt 



was that of Ustad Mansur. Now there is evidence to show that it was the portrait of Mauritian 

dodo that was presented to Emperor Jahangir around 1624. Over three centuries after their death, 

Jahangir and his dodo made a dramatic reappearance in the world of ornithology! 

 Jahangir also loved gardens, but his dissertations in botany and horticulture were mostly 

confined to how a lotus traps hornets or how saffron sprouts from soil. However, he was 

responsible for the cultivation of high altitude trees such as the cypress, juniper, pine and Javanse 

sandal in plains. 

 Jahangir had many other scientific interests. He once conducted an experiment to show that the 

air of Mahmudabad (in Gujrat) was healthier than that of Ahmedabad. He was fascinated by the 

movement of the stars and the planets and used to regularly record the occurrence of solar and 

lunar eclipses. When a comet made its appearance, he recorded the growth and decay of its tail. 

 

a. On the basis of your reading of the above passage make notes on it, using headings and sub-

headings. Use recognizable abbreviations (wherever necessary – minimum four) and a format 

you consider suitable. Also supply an appropriate title to it.    5 marks 

b. Write a summary of the passage in about 80-100 words.                        5 marks  

 

 

   SECTION- B (WRITING)       20 marks 

3. You are Roma/Ravi, a resident of 45/A, Dwarka Road, New Delhi. You are concerned about the 

increased incidence of accidents involving school children. The main reason is the reckless driving 

habits of children. You decide to express your views in the form of a letter to the Editor discussing this 

problem. Also suggest measures to combat the problem. (150 words)    5 marks 

4. You are Ankur/ Akriti of St. Francis School, Delhi. Write an article to be published in the school 

magazine of your school on the topic „How to Stay Healthy‟. (150 words)    5 marks 

5. You are Nitin, School Captain of S.D. Public School, Agra. Write a notice for the school notice board 

informing the students about the inspection to be held on 16
th

 March 2018 by the District Education 

Officer. The notice should be of 50 words asking for punctuality, cleanliness and discipline. 3 marks 

6. Hotel Scenic Palace, Shimla needs a young and smart receptionist. Write an advertisement in about 50 

words to be published in the „Situation Wanted‟ column of a local newspaper.   3 marks 

7. Prepare a graceful poster for the Inter-School Poetic Recitation contest that the Hindi Sahitya Sabha of 

your school is organising to celebrate the birthday of Munshi Prem Chand.   4 marks 

 

   SECTION- C (GRAMMAR)                   30 marks 

8. Change the following sentences into Passive Voice:             1X5=5 

a. Someone will receive you at the railway station. 

b. The waiters were serving food to the guests. 

c. An earthquake struck Japan a few weeks back. 

d. Rukhsana enjoys painting. 

e. She has given her father the power of attorney. 

 

9. Change the following sentences into Indirect Sentence:      1X5=5 

a. The Chief Minister said to the audience,” People will follow the leaders in the year to come.” 

b. I said to my friend, “The librarian was issuing the books.” 



c. She said to me, “The principal is giving a presentation.” 

d. Karan said to Kabir, “Rina invited Ragini yesterday.” 

e. I asked her, “Have you washed the dishes?” 

 

10. Rearrange the following words to form meaningful sentences:     1X5=5 

a. a whole city/ were created/ a thousand years ago/  the sea/ in/ the foundations for. 

b. our entire body/ covers/ that/ a stretchy / is /waterproof / skin / surface 

c. greatest/ mysteries/ bird life/ migration/ one of the/ of/ is. 

d. are the world‟s/ its best hope/ most valuable resources/ children/ and/ for the future. 

e. my/  brother/ to play/ little/ all day/ likes/ long 

 

11. Edit the following passage:          1X7=7 

        Incorrect       Correct 

 The Egyptians were the first for make paper   a. ___________    ____________ 

from a plant calling papyrus. It grew in the  b. ___________    ____________ 

delta of River Nile in Africa. For the long time, c. ___________    ____________ 

papyrus continues to be used as writing material. d.  ___________    ____________ 

Then the Chinese later perfected an art   e. ___________    ____________ 

of making paper. The demand of paper increases f. ___________    ____________ 

 while books began too be printed.   g.  ___________    ____________ 

      

12. Choose the best word from the options given below to complete the following passage: (1X8=8) 

Puppets are among the (i)________(older, elder, oldest, old) man-made objects in (ii)___________(a, 

an, any, the)world. Archaeologists in Egypt and India have (iii)_______________(find, found, finding, 

fond) jointed clay models that are operated by pulling (iv)______________( their, there, its, it‟s) strings, 

which date back to 4,000 years. Historians tell us that puppets (v)__________( has been, is, was, have 

been) created  by nearly all people at all times. The first puppets (vi)_____________ ( was, were, has 

been, have been) probably used mostly by adults. Tribal people, such as Native 

Americans(vii)____________( using, used, was using, had used) the puppets to represent people or 

animals(viii)____________( of, among, in, at) religious rituals. 

 

 

  SECTION- D (LITERATURE)      30 marks 

13. Answer the following questions:         3X7=21 

a. The story is divided into pre-War and post-War times. What hardships do you think the girl 

underwent during this times? 

b. Indian society has moved a long way from the way the marriage is arranged in the story. Discuss. 

c. What do you understand of Einstein's nature from his conversation with his history teacher, his 

mathematics teacher and the head teacher? 

d. Mention three reasons why the author's grandmother was disturbed when he started going to the 

city school. 

e. What difference did you notice between the reaction of the adults and the children when faced 

with danger? 

f. Explain the statement, "King Tut is one of the first mummies to be scanned-in death, as in life..." 

g. Who was the “untutored genius who created a paradise” and what is the nature of his 

contribution to art? 



14. Reference to context:          9 marks 

a. And who art thou? Said I to the soft falling shower, 

Which, strange to tell, gave me an answer, as here translated: 

I am the Poem of Earth, said the voice of the rain, 

Eternal I rise impalpable out of the land and the bottomless sea, 

i. Name the poem and the poet of the above lines. 

ii.  What does the phrase “strange to tell” mean? 

iii. How does the rain justify its claim: “ I am the Poem of Earth”? 

b. The whole tree trembles and thrills. 

It is the engine of her family. 

She stokes it full, then flirts out to a branch-end 

Showing her barred face identity maski 

i. Name the poem and the poet of the above lines. 

ii. What does the phrase “her barred face identity mask” mean? 

iii. Explain the significance of the line „It is the engine of her family‟. 

c. Now she‟s been dead nearly as many years  

As that girl lived. And of this circumstance 

There is nothing to say at all. 

Its silence silences. 

i. Name the poem and the poet of the above lines. 

ii. What does “this circumstance” refer to? 

iii. Explain “Its silence silences‟. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


