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I)Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions. 

1.Photographer Marie-Caroline Senlis came to India for the first time 15 years ago to 
photograph a wedding in Udaipur, and succumbed to the charms of this experience. 
She found herself irrevocably fascinated by the country and returned again in 2009. 
So when she had to go back to France, once again, she took on a project. She 
chose a few expats who were about to leave India after a long stay and decided to 
tell the Indian slice of their life through stories and a portrait. As a single portrait 
cannot give the idea of the life of her subjects, she decided to tell their stories, 
through a small interview with each portrait and the series culminated into a book 
Before Leaving, Indian Snapshots. 

2. Talking of the kind of preparation that went into each of her portrait sessions with 
her subjects, Marie Caroline says: “Before I met these people for the shoot I asked 
them to think of something that would represent their stay in India because I wanted 
to include that in the portrait. Some chose books, some chose pictures, some chose 
a place in their house. It was symbolic for them in some way. 

3. Senlis chose a day close to the time of their departure for the portrait and did 
everything in a single session. This is because she thinks that just before leaving 
some place you realise a lot of things. Earlier you are just living in the city but just as 
you are about to leave, the emotions are stronger, deeper. 

4. She does not like to pick a favourite from among the portraits of the series. But 
she often re-reads the entire script of the interview with her subjects during the 
session of the portrait. Though a lot of her subjects have had a lot to say about this 
country, there were some people who refused to be part of her project. 

5. Senlis has also included herself in this project and chose for her photographs, 
some books and her music book, for the portrait. As she had started singing in India, 
she included the music book. As she read a lot of Indian literature during her stay 
here, those too find a place in the portrait. But what she misses most according to 
her own statement is: ‘the noise, the smells and the food.’ 

1 Read the given questions and write the answer in about 30–40 words:( 
2X4=8) 

(a) What do we know about Senlis’ coming to India? 

b)  What is unique about the portraits that Senlis makes? 



c)  How are the portraits made? 

d) ) How does Senlis sum up her overall stay in India? 

2.On the basis of your reading choose the best option .                      (2X1=2) 

  A) When Senlis had to go back to France: 
(i) she refused to go 
(ii) she took on a new project 
(iii) she preferred to go to London instead 
(iv) she started photography classes in India 

B) Senlis feels that when one is about to leave a country the emotions are: 
(i) stronger 
(ii) deeper 
(iii) more intense (with a lot of realisation) 
(iv) all of the above  

II) Read the given extract and answer the following questions. 

A myth has been built around the pelican, one of the oldest surviving birds. It is a 
commonly held belief that the mother feeds her chicks on her own blood. So people 
have regarded the pelican as most affectionate and dutiful bird. 
The large bill of the bird makes it very easy to recognise it. It has a short tail, short 
legs, long wings and a large bag under its bill. Because of its webbed toes, the 
pelican finds walking on the land difficult. 
However, it is a delight to watch these birds in flight. The pelican has figured among 
the largest of birds. It has a wing span of upto 2.75 metres, and weighs between 4.5 
and 11 kg. It lives in places with a moderate climate. It migrates to India, Africa and 
Iran in winter because its wings do not give sufficient protection against the cold. 
The brown pelican is the smallest of the pelicans. It dives its head long into water 
from quite a height to get at its prey. The other six species of pelicans have a white 
plummage. 
Pelicans are very sociable birds. They travel, rest, nest and even fish together. The 
young pelicans take wing when they are about two months old. The nests of pelicans 
are far from the source of any food. Therefore, the adults have to fly great distances 
to get food. 
 

Questions 

1. Below you can find a summary of the above passage. Fill in each blank with 
one word/phrase to complete it.                                                                      
3x1=3 
Pelican is one of the oldest (a) ……………birds. It is believed that its young 
ones are 
fed by the mother’s (b) . …………..Perhaps due to this, pelican is regarded as 



the (c) ……….and dutiful bird. It has long (d)…………… , webbed feet and a 
very short tail. Pelican finds it difficult to walk on land because of its 
(e)……………… . It lives in places where the climate is (j)………….. .                                 
3x1=3 

2. Find words from the above passage that mean the same as 
(a) enough (b) friendly   (c) mediocre                                                    3x1=3 

SECTION B (Grammar and Writing Section)                       

1) Your friend calls you in the morning to inform you that after school 
you have to attend an extra class for English. You are about to leave 
for school and your mother is not at home. Leave a message for 
your mother stating that you would be attending an extra class after 
school and will be back by 5 pm.                                                              
5 

2) You are the cultural secretary of your school . The school is 
organizing a painting exhibition. Draft a notice inviting names from 
the students for participating in the exhibition.                                                 
5 

3) Write a letter to the editor of a newspaper on the issue of a particular 
road that needs repair.                                                                    5 

4) Your friend wants to visit India. Write a letter informing her about 
India, climate, month of the visit, clothings required and the 
important places where you plan to take her.                                                            
5 

5) The following passages have not been edited .There is one error in 
each line.Write the incorrect word and the correction against  the 
correct question number.                                            1x8=8 

In the traditional sense prayer meant    (a)  ___________  ________ 
communicating on God almighty           (b)___________  _________ 
It includes the devotions,verbal but       (c) _________   __________ 
mental prayers that are saying                (d) _________   ________ 
There are various ways and forms too   (e) _________ _________ 
prayer and meditation,vocal prayers etc.(f) _________ _________ 
But the fundamental either the base        (g) ________  ________ 
Of prayer are not any of these                   (h) ________  ________ 

6) Rearrange the jumbled words and make meaningful sentences. 5 
a) gathers / a / rolling stone / moss / no 

b) bird / bush / in hand / a / worth / is / two / in / the 

c)  put / basket / don’t / in one / your / eggs / all / 

  d)an ant/all through/the summer/wheat/was storing 

e)was/a grasshopper/just/passed by/cold and hungry/then/who 
7) Rewrite the following sentences into passive voice.                            5 

a) The teacher uses that cubicle. 
b) Mahesh sketched the map. 
c) Ramesh has borrowed some money. 
d) Neha is selling fruitsin the market. 
e) Dinesh will paint a landscape. 



8) Here is a conversation between a teacher and two students.Usemay 
, can or could to fill in the blanks.                                          5 
Teacher :Sit quietly and take out your notebooks. 
Samarth : Ma’am _________ I drink water . 
Teacher : Yes you _________ .You all _______ go and play in the 
ground after you complete the exercise. 
Samarth : Ma’am __________ you allow us to carry our water bottles to 
the ground. 
Teacher : You all _________ do so.  

9) Fill in the blanks with appropriate form of verbs.                1x4=4 
a) The fragrance of these roses __________ (be) refreshing. 
b) My father and mother _______ (be) very encouraging. 
c) A pair of scissors ______ (be) bought by me yesterday. 
d) A lot of milk ________ (be) kept in the pan.  
10) Rearrange the following in proper sentences.                           5 

a) Sports / building/ physical strength/ necessary/ are / for 
b) All of/ very much/ them / enjoyed / there 
c) Is/ good/ early/ for/ rising / health 
d) Keeps/ us/ and / fresh/ it / healthy 
e) To/ bed / early/ is good/ also / a habit. 

LITERATURE 

1) Read the given extract and answer the following questions. 
Macavity's a Mystery Cat: he's called the Hidden Paw— 
For he's the master criminal who can defy the Law. 
                     He's the bafflement of Scotland Yard, the Flying Squad's despair: 
                     For when they reach the scene of crime—Macavity's not there! 

         QUESTIONS                                                                                          

a) What is the other name of the Mystery cat?                          1 
b) Why the Scotland Yard in bafflement ?                                  2 
c) Who reaches the crime scene and who is not found ?         2 

 

2) "Come and hire me," I cried, while in the morning I was walking on 

the stone-paved road. 

Sword in hand, the King came in his chariot. 

He held my hand and said, "I will hire you with my power." 

But his power counted for naught, and he went away in his chariot. 
QUESTIONS :                                                                             5 
a) Who is the speaker of the 1stline ? 
b) Who came to him ? What did he say ? 
c) Did the speaker accept his offer ? 
d) Give the synonym of the word ‘naught’ 
e) Who is the poet ? 

3) Give answers in short.                                            (3x5=15)         
a) What is Connie’s Christmas present? Why is it the best Christmaspresent 

inthe world ? 



b) The cricket says, “Oh !what will become of me ?” When does he say it, 
and why ? 

c) What were the warning signs that both Tilly and her mother saw ? 
d) In what ways did the British  officers exploit Indians ? 
e) Mention any three things thetParimalGhose knew about BepinBabu. 
 

4) Give answer in brief.                                                             
a) “… he has never yet learnt to behave”. In the light of this,what is the 

writer’s opinion about the camel ?                                        2 
                                                  OR 
Velu stood on the platform but he felt “as if he was still on a moving train”. 
Why ?                                                                       2 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 


